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Agenda

• Transition

• Extra-Curricular Activities 



WELCOME

Welcome to The Forest School’s Transition Page.

The run-up to starting a new school can be an exciting, but daunting time, and here at The Forest School, we run an 

extensive programme of exciting activities which support you and your child through the Transition from Year 6 into 

Year 7.

The Transition Team has a wealth of experience in all aspects of the move from primary to secondary school and this 

is evident in the opportunities provided throughout Years 5 and 6. This starts in Year 5 with our Headteacher
Roadshows, where the team, along with Forest students, visit the local primary schools to provide information 

about what to expect when they start secondary school. There is also time for the pupils to ask any questions that 

they may have about the next stage in their education.

Throughout Years 5 and 6, we run a variety of activities at Forest and in the primary schools. The pupils meet Forest 

staff, participate in lessons with some of the teachers and spend time with some of the older Forest students. This 

allows them to become more familiar with how their new lessons will differ from those in primary school.

Other events offered throughout the academic year include:

•Sports activities
•Cooking
•STEM sessions
•Coffee mornings
•Drama/Music performances
Once you have accepted a place for your child, The Transition Team, Inclusion Department (where relevant), 

Learning Mentors, Heads of Houses and Tutors hold detailed discussions with your child’s current Year 6 teacher in 

order to personalise the Transition process to each individual. They offer additional support for your child’s Transition 

into Year 7, where necessary.



Our students





What did we do well?

• It was all good.

• My daughter was quite nervous to start Forest but very quickly made new friends and is absolutely loving it there! Discovery Week was fantastic for 

her as well. Thank you.

• I can't fault it.

• It was excellent overall.

• I think under the circumstances the school and pupils were facing they did an amazing job of welcoming us and keeping us informed.

• It was honestly fantastic!

• My son is now in Year 7 , he says Forest were very good he liked it.

• We thought the summer school was excellent and gave a great insight into what was to come.

• Summer school is a brilliant addition to transition. 

• Keep the Summer School going as it worked very well.

• The activities were really good and my son enjoyed it.

• We appreciated all the help we got from Forest and it definitely made a big difference to our daughter’s transition. Thank you

• I think it was incredible and my son and I feel his transition could not have gone any better. Thank you so much

• The extra support given really helped my son especially as he was very anxious and has enabled him to settle in and really enjoy year 7.



What could be improved?
• More options to visit Forest for activities would have been good. Some children got to go but others didn't (and it wasn't made clear why some 

could & others not) – Unfortunately, we rely on the Primary School to share any information regarding transition activities with the parents and 
pupils in their school. We are unable to share it directly due to GDPR regulations and not having access to email addresses. I will give the pupils’ 
class teachers a list of the transition activities on offer, so that it can be shared directly with the parents and pupils. We will also be making more 
use of our social media accounts to inform new parents of any upcoming events.

• Communication of information – Information and paperwork was sent out in small batches in order to reduce confusion. We will certainly review 
this for the new cohort. I am currently updating the Student Welcome Booklet and the information pack for parents, which will hopefully include 
everything they will need to know. We are making additional use of the school website to store useful information in one place.

– I got confused with the amount of different emails.
– knowing who to contact for what. Absences, tutor issues, specific class issues, transition issues. Would have been great to have a Transition 

list of primary contacts.
– Too many emails. I would appreciate a reduction in the amount of email sent to the parents (Seems this has been reduced), sometimes also 

the emails go to spam.
– Reduce emails and either provide a pack of info like previous years - or hold all info on one site that is easy to access. There were far too 

many bitty emails that could be missed.
– Explanation of how merits work, what clubs are available and how to join would have been helpful.
– It would have been great to have received a transition pack with details about Google classroom + Satchel One. It would have been great to 

understand what each platform was used for and the login/passwords. 
– On starting at Forest the trickiest bit for us was understanding the various apps used at home for Homework. Satchel 1 and Google 

Classroom. To get access to both, other parents with children already at the school had to help me. A ‘welcome to Forest’ pack with all of this 
and more detailed would have been helpful. It could also contain teachers email addresses, info about the canteen, info about lockers, PE 
kits. I know you send out emails about all of these things but having it all in one place would have been really helpful.

• An additional induction day at Forest for new pupils, More than 1 transition day – The date of the Induction Day is set by the Local Education 
Authority. Teachers are taken off timetable for a bespoke day of transition activities, so we are unable to offer an additional day. However, we are 
working hard to make sure that there are plenty of other opportunities to visit the school before September.

• More one to one check in with the tutor or a Zoom call – Hopefully there will be more opportunities for the new students to visit Forest, now that 
COVID restrictions are being dramatically reduced.

• Perhaps allowing students out of lessons 5 minutes earlier for the first few weeks. There was a lot of anxiety around being late and getting lost 
whilst he found his feet – We are unable to accommodate this request due to loss of learning time. However, the students are taken to their lessons 
by a Teaching Assistant for the first few days and they also have a separate lunchtime. The teachers don’t tell the Y7s off if they are late to class 
because of getting lost.

• Term time visits, if COVID allows – We have lots of activities planned which are due to take place here, for example Cricket sessions and Tudor Days. 
We will also be running Open Day and Evening, as well as tours at other times during the working day.





• I like how the teachers are less strict but go slowly up. I think we got on really well.

• I think that the there is tons of support and most of the teachers are lovely!

• I loved it. I liked the activities and I loved PGL, we did so many fun tasks and 
activities. 

• I liked that you didn't push us into being with other years straight away . I like the fact 
that students from the forest school can visit primary schools that may have students 
going to forest next year

• I think that the transition process was very good.

• The transition was great, no problem :)

• It was easy and enjoyable!

• I wouldn't change much as I feel like I settled in well.

• I think that it was executed well

• I liked it because I met my first ever friend

• It was very good and I love this school!

• Comfortable introduction to secondary school

• I liked the summer school as we made friends before we started in September

• I think that there isn't anything to change :)



What the Y7s thought we could improve

• I think there needs to be a bit more time to get used to 
school since the homework comes in fast and a lot.

• More clubs and more stability such as a day just for sport or 
a social day

• Maybe if Forest would give free samples of food to new 
students to see if they like the canteen food

• The maps were hard to see where you are going so you 
could make them more clear.

• Make the maps easier to read and follow, maybe make big 
maps around different areas of the school.

• Perhaps at next year’s summer school you should bring one 
year 8, one year nine (etc.) just so they can answer any 
questions and generally talk to us.



Over to you… 

1) What worked well for you and your child?

1) What suggestions do you have for how we can 
support transition further? 



Extra-curricular activities 



Extra-curricular activities 





Over to you… 

1) What activities does your child enjoy taking part 
in? 

1) What suggestions do you have for how we can 
improve our extra-curricular offer? 


